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The Parent’s Challenge
What is a parent to do to prevent a child from mak-

ing ungodly choices? Christians place a high value on 
God’s standard of honesty, integrity, loyalty and standing 
firm against temptation. Parents affirm such principles 
and pray their children will also choose to reflect God’s 
standards. The reality of life and parents’ own past fail-
ures, however, predict the time will come when a child’s 
choices will disappoint. Knowing why and how these dis-
appointments happen, and what can be learned from such 
incidents, keeps them from being wasted experiences.

Can you imagine your child lying, stealing, using 
profane language, cheating, looking at pornography or 
engaging in pre-marital sex? Most parents would like 
to believe none of this could ever happen. However, the 
fallen, sinful nature of mankind reveals this hope is likely 
to fail. You may have had the experience of asking a 
group of children, “Who left the gate open so that the dog 
got out?” (“Not me!” is the unanimous answer.) You may 
have found a small piece of candy tucked in your child’s 
pocket, picked up without payment at the store. (“It was 
just one little piece; I didn’t think it would be missed.”) 
You may have noticed how attracted children are to  
inappropriate words and profanity. (Once they hear it, 
they take great pleasure in relishing the sound of it over 
and over.) 

Adults and children face very real pressures today:
■ Fear of what might happen to you for being  

different
■ Overconfidence in your own ability to meet 

temptation
■ A hasty, emotional choice without prayer and 

thought
Teaching and being an example of right choices is 

still the best foundation for character. Early accountability 
to parents for wrong choices prepares a child for account-
ability to God. Never give in and say, “What’s the use? 
Nobody else tries to obey all of God’s Word anymore!” 
As years of your training accumulate, your child will still 
make wrong choices and fail to successfully meet tests of 
character; but this behavior becomes more the exception 
and not the normal, accepted response. Failure can be so 
personally disappointing that it strengthens the desire and 
resolve for the next opportunity to stand firm.

Practical Hints
Parents who want to prepare their children to make 

good choices when confronted with a test of personal 
character may find some of the following suggestions 
helpful:

■ Be a good example. Talk about times you faced 
choices at your job or with friends. Share how 
you chose to follow God’s standards, the positive 
results and lessons learned.

■ Read stories that teach right behavior. Inspire 
your children with stories of heroes from the 
Bible or from history who chose to do right be-
cause of their love and respect for God, often  
at sacrificial costs.

■ Approach discipline beyond the goal of simply 
correcting behavior. Seek to get to a child’s  
heart. Help your child understand it was God’s 
plan to send Jesus to earth because all people 
have discipline issues. No one can keep God’s 
rules completely, all the time. People choose to 
go their own way instead of God’s way. Because 
God is just, He cannot tolerate any who sin. 
Sinners will die in their sin and live eternally 
separated from God. 

 But God does not want sinners to die in their sins. 
He extended grace by sending His Son, Jesus, to 
take the punishment for people’s sins. Those who 
trust Jesus as their Savior from sin allow Jesus to 
take their punishment for sin. Teach your child 
that when tempted to sin, they may ask Jesus for 
the power to say “No!” to sin. 

■ Refrain from the spiritual manipulation of your 
children. Do not use God to get your child to do 
what you want him to do. Do not say things like, 
“It makes God sad when you hurt someone.” 
Help your child respond to the truth about God 
and His plan for redemption of sinners rather than 
using guilt to get right behavior.

■ Increasingly with age, allow a child to make his 
own choices and to experience consequences of 
unwise choices. (One parent said the most coura-
geous prayer he ever prayed was asking God to 
allow his teenager to be caught every time the 
teen did wrong.)
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■ Make time to speak to your child about sex in an 
age-appropriate way. Popular visual and audio 
material from the internet, television, radio, 
magazines and advertisements are not timid in 
propagating an ungodly representation of sex, the 
human body and relationships. Emphasize inti-
macy was God’s idea, given to couples as a gift 
to them and each other within a loving, married 
relationship. Be bold to present God’s ideals for 
marriage and sex.

■ Pray for your child to always have at least one 
friend who stands with him and encourages him 
to make right choices. 

■ Prepare to stand firm in your parenting. No parent 
enjoys seeing his child unhappy, but frequently, 

making the right parental choice results in hard 
consequences for the child. Parents must continue 
to encourage children to do the right thing, even 
if it means temporary unhappiness.

Encouragement
A parent’s role and privilege is teaching God’s stan-

dards of right and wrong. Set high standards as a goal 
for your family. Then, be there to help make any failure 
become a learning experience and a strength in molding 
your child’s character. You will join the psalmist in pro-
claiming, “Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are 
the joy of my heart” (Psalm 119:111).


